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Best post-Covid October for Tasmanian accommodation venues

Tasmania has recorded its best post-Covid accommodation figures for October in a huge boost for the
sector leading into the peak season.

The latest Hospitality Tasmania Accommodation Report shows statewide occupancy reached 79.05 per
cent, up 3.33 per cent on last year and only 0.75 per cent short of the record October set a decade
ago.

It follows the two per cent increase to open spring, providing further momentum for the hospitality
industry.

“To come within a fraction of our best October on record shows just how strongly the sector is
performing,” Hospitality Tasmania chief executive Steve Old said.

“Our operators have worked incredibly hard through a challenging few years, and it’s fantastic to see
demand rebounding at this level across every region.”

A series of events across the state during the month contributed to the uplift, with each region
showing notable strength.

The Burnie Ten delivered a significant boost to the North-West, which climbed to 68.72 per cent
occupancy, a 10 per cent jump on last year. Meanwhile, the NORTH Festival propelled Launceston and
the wider North to a remarkable 87.32 per cent, the region’s highest October on record.

On the West Coast, the biennial Unconformity Festival once again drew interstate and intrastate
visitors, reinforcing the power of destination events to stimulate travel during shoulder seasons.

“These figures show the value of events large and small — they fill beds, drive local spending, and shine
a spotlight on every corner of the state,” Mr Old said. “When we invest in events, we invest in jobs,
communities and the long-term strength of our industry.”

Room rates also rose, with the statewide average lifting to $254.25, up $26.50 from 12 months ago,
contributing to a healthy statewide yield of $201, and increase of nearly $28 from October 2024.

Mr Old said the sector should feel confident heading into the summer peak, particularly following a
strong winter and near-record August.

“We’ve built real momentum this year. If October is anything to go by, Tasmania is heading into a
blockbuster summer, and our venues and accommodation providers are ready to welcome visitors in
record numbers.

“And with the stadium legislation now passed through the Upper House, Tasmania is on the cusp of
unlocking the full potential of the Macquarie Point precinct.

“A modern events and entertainment precinct will only strengthen these occupancy results in the
years ahead — not just on game days, but through the conferences, concerts and major events it will
attract. This is the kind of long-term infrastructure that lifts visitation across the entire state.”

The occupancy report can be viewed here.
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